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Introduction.
The following document is a brief history of the area which was designated as 

the Maude Township  back in 1856s.

There is scope for further research to be done particularly on the eastern side of 

Sutherlands Creek in what was once referred to locally as Thompson-Town or 

East Maude.

In the 1960s there were 6 buildings including the school, the school residence 

and St Paul’s Anglican Church, in the township while there were 7 homes in a 

cluster over on the east side.

The township had its beginnings as a wayside stop on the way to the goldfields 

and over the years the district became a vibrant mixed farming area.

Like all small country areas there have been a multitude of incidents that have 

been newsworthy ranging from grizzly deaths, kids falling down mines, sporting 

successes, outstanding pioneer families and a changing of lifestyle because of 

improved transport options and communication.

Arriving in 1967 as the local teacher our family stayed for 52 years and it that 

time there have been significant changes to the population and the character of 

the district. There has been a change from a predominantly farming community 

to residential hub.

Currently the small township and its immediate surrounds have swelled to 

almost 30 homes, most on small acreage blocks as the area has transitioned into

many smaller hobby farms or residential blocks. Its proximity to Bannockburn, 

Geelong and Ballarat has made it a desirable place to live.

The district is currently under threat as a few local farms have transitioned into 

quarries and the fleets of huge gravel trucks are destroying the ambience of the 

district whilst destroying the roads.

The following information was collated with the intention of it being put on 

display for visitors to read following the development of the BBQ area and the 

construction of the wonderful Bunjil Lookout.
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The information presented has been mainly researched from “Trove” and the 

“Maude School Centenary .” booklet which local Alec Thompson produced for the

school centenary in 1974.

Murray and Bettine Satchell
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1856: Shepherd’s Hut.

Shepherd’s Hut down on the western bank of the Moorabool River, below Maude 

township. Built in 1856 by the Clyde Co. Now the tasting room for Moorabool 

Ridge Winery.

            

Shepherd’s Hut  

1956: Land Survey Map For Township of Maude.      

Below is a description of the land comprising the current township of Maude by  

A.J. Skene  District Surveyor     

“These lots, 10 in number are situated in the Parish of Dariwill at the intersection

of the parish road from Lethbridge with the parish road of Darriwill which latter 

forms the best access to the Steiglitz Diggings from Geelong. These diggings are 

situated five and a half miles to the northward in the ranges dividing Sutherlands

Creek from the smaller tributaries falling directly into the Moorabool River. The 
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reserve on which these lots are marked is well timbered and plentifully supplied 

with water from the Moorabool River and the right branch of Sutherlands Creek. 

The soil is of rich quality and presents no auriferous characteristics. The distance

from Geelong along the Morrpanyal Yowang and Darriwill Parish Road amounts 

to eighteen miles”.   

1860: Survey of Maude.
In 1860 the Township was resurveyed. This survey included provision for a

church and a school.

1861: St Pauls Anglican Church.
By the end of 1861 St Pauls Anglican Church had been built. This building 

is still standing.

 St Paul’s Anglican Church
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1862: Maude Post Office.

1862 The Post Office opened. It was situated next to the Church on the 

North Side. The Postmaster went by horse and jinker to Bannockburn early

each morning and then returned so that the mail was ready for picking up 

at noon. The post office was closed in 1952 and was replaced by a 

roadside delivery service, which still continues today.

1865: Knight’s Bridge.
1865. Knight’s Bridge (now known as Spiller’s Bridge) built across the 

Moorabool River on the Maude – Lethbridge Road.
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1868: Plough Hotel.
1868. Plough Hotel built at the intersection of the turnoff to Bannockburn. 

It closed in 1917.

 

The Plough

1873: Maude Common.
1873. Maude Common. The residents of Maude were granted all the 

available land, in the township of Maude, for a Farmers Common. Still in 

place in 1899 as a Common Herdsman had been appointed.

1873: Maude Inn.
1873 The township buildings consisted of: Maude Inn  (Cnr Maude – 

Lethbridge Road), Post Office and the Church. It is believed there was also 

a grocer, a blacksmith and Cobb and Co stables.
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1874: Maude Primary School.
1874 The Maude Primary School was built replacing the Church school which 

was on the Glen Darriwill property. The head teacher, Mr. John Boyd, moved 

with the school. He bought the block beside the school and had a house, re-

located from Steiglitz, placed on the site.

  The State School Number 1426.  Maude

1888: Bridge over Sutherlands Creek.
1888.  A bridge was constructed over Sutherlands Creek at Maude as 

erosion had made the existing crossing almost impassable. 
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1916: Replacement of School Residence.
In 1916 the school residence was replaced. This building is still standing, and it is

now a private residence. It is situated beside the Recreation Reserve.

1921: Maude Tennis Club formed.
1921, the Maude Tennis Club was formed and a court was built opposite 

the school on land owned by the Thompson family.

  Afternoon Tea at Maude. 
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1924: Telephone service connected.
The telephone service was completed in 1924. There were five 

connections. Found Bros, Bert Thompson, Robert Thompson, Tom Spiller 

and Jim Spiller.

1925: Electricity connected.
In1954 electricity was connected to the district.

A replacement bridge built across Sutherlands Creek on Thompsons Road, 

this was upgraded in the early 1960’s.

1968: Automatic Telephone exchange & a new 
school building.

1968, the automatic telephone exchange was installed at Maude and by 

1974 there were 51 subscribers.

 A new school building was erected and the 96 year old original building. 

The original building was demolished in 1970.

1971: What did Maude look like:
The township consisted of 6 buildings, the church, the school and its 

residence, two occupied houses and one empty house.
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1974: Maude gets a tennis pavillion.

An old army hut was placed at the Tennis Courts in 1974. It has later 

modified  later extended to become the Tennis Clubrooms and Local Hall.

1974: Water main built through Maude.

In 1974 a water main from She-oaks Reservoir to Geelong went through 

the district but only landholders whose land it went through were given 

tapings. A standpipe was installed in Thompsons Road. Many houses are 

still without ‘mains’ water.

1970 -1980: Land Subdivision in Maude.

A subdivision occurred in the Maude townshiip in the mid 1970s. 

Perdrisat’s block ( cnr Perdrisat Rd and Steiglitz Rd) was sold and 

subdivided. The district gained 5 new families, Gray, Lapsley, Taft, 

Kelynack and Poynton who along with the Satchells, who had built on the 

other side of the road, this more than trebled the township’s population 

from 8 to 25.
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1977: Maude Country Fire Authority (C.F.A.) formed.

The Maude C.F.A. Fire Brigade was formed in 1977. A fire shed was built 

on the corner of Thompson and Steiglitz Road as it had close access to the

water stand-pipe.

Maude’s First C F A Tanker, there was also a brigade tanker.

1989: Closure of Maude Primary School.

The School closed following a dispute between the parents and the 

teachers over the quality of the schooling being provided.

1991 Saving of school site.

Negotiations began between the Shire and the Education Department with

the aim to save the school site for community use. In 1993 the land was 

purchased by the Shire for community use.

In 1997 the School Site became the Recreation Reserve and a Committee 

of Management was formed.

The land (formly part of a dairy farm) north of the school was subdivided 

in 1998.

13/18



14/18

Plans of the reserve 
2003

Commemoration 
plaque for the 
opening of the 
“Maude School 

Reserve” project.



           Plaque comeneration oening of  “The Maude School Reserve “ 
project.1999: Relocation of Maude CFA.

In 1999 it was suggested that CFA be relocated to the recreation reserve 

as the Thompsons Road site was now too small and the trucks had out 

grown the existing shed. 

In 2004 the new fire shed was officially opened and in subsequent years 

another two extensions were added. The first extension to the rear added 

an office and a meeting room while the second was a large skillion down 

one side to cater for extra vehicles and equipment.

2000: Formation of the Maude Recreation Reserve.

In 2000, the Tennis Court precinct and the former school site were merged

to become the Maude Recreation Reserve and a Committee of 

Management was appointed.

2003 - 2015: The Maude Recreation Reserve 

In 2003 the barbeque pavilion was built by volunteers under the 

supervision of Steiglitz identity Colin Smithyman. The main poles were 

sourced from timber cut down in the reserve. The toilet block which was 

built in the late 1960’s as part of the school upgrade were also renovated.
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Opening day for the BBQ area.

A major collaboration between the community groups of Maude, the 

Golden Plains Shire and local talented architects and builder resulted ith 

building of “The Bunjil Lookout”. The lookout was officially opened in 

2015 . 

If you would like to see a birds eye view of the lookout and valley then use

the QR code on the tourist sign (located on the reserve or visit the 

“Steiglitz - She Oaks Website (attractions).
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The Bunjil Lookout

Offical opening of the Bunjil Lookout.
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Aerial view of the Bunjil Lookout and the Moorabool Valley. 
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